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MONTANA POLL SHOW S YELLOW TAIL AND MACKAY LEADING,
BUT M OST MONTANANS UNDECIDED IN U.S. HOUSE RACE
M ISSOULA—
As the primary campaign for Montana’s lone U.S. Congressional seat heats up, Democrat
Bill Yellowtail and Republican Dwight MacKay hold slight leads, but most primary voters probably
remain undecided, according to the latest Montana Poll.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, 410 adult Montanans were polled statewide March 1418. The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research conducted the poll.
On the Democratic side, Bill Yellowtail, former Environmental Protection Agency
administrator and state legislator, became the fourth candidate Wednesday to announce his bid for
the seat being vacated by Rep. Pat Williams.
"The good news for him is that the first statewide poll results show him with a slight lead
over his competitors -- Mignon Waterman, Larry Jent, and Leo Hudetz," said Susan Selig
Wallwork, director of the Montana Poll. "The bad news is, the spread between him and Waterman,
his closest challenger right now, does not exceed the potential margin of error, and most Democrats
are undecided."
Among those who said they would probably vote in the Democratic primary in June, 23
percent said they would vote for Yellowtail if they were voting now. Twelve percent said they
would vote for Waterman. Hudetz garnered 4 percent from the prospective Democratic voters, and
Jent was favored by 8 percent. The majority — 51 percent - said they were undecided, and
roughly half claimed they were not familiar with the candidates.
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The results were similar among the other Democratic groups surveyed — those who usually
vote Democratic in statewide elections and self-described Democrats, Wallwork said.
On the Republican side, Dwight Mac Kay holds a small lead over Alan Mikkelson and Rick
Hill, but almost half of those planning to vote in the Republican primary also remain undecided,
according to the poll.
Thirty percent of those who plan to vote in the Republican primary said they would vote for
Mac Kay if they were voting now, and 15 percent would vote for Mikkelson. Eight percent said
they would vote for Hill. Still the largest bloc - 47 percent - remain undecided, with almost half
of those claiming to be unfamiliar with the candidates. That is down from six months ago when
six in ten were undecided, but the percentage is still large enough to significantly affect the primary
race, Wallwork said.
The Montana Poll’s statewide sample was drawn using the Bureau’s two-stage random
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana’s adult population. Its
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers,
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling procedure
is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the number and
gender of adults in the household. The total sample (all respondents) has a potential maximum
error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The potential error margins for the Democratic
and Republican subgroups are larger, about 8-9 percentage points and 8 percentage points,
respectively, because of the smaller subgroup sizes.
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Contact: Susan Selig Wallwork, (406) 243-5113.
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MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana
59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=410)

Interview dates:
Topic:

March 14-18, 1996

Election Outlook 1996 -- Democratic Primary for U.S. House of
Representatives (Results for Selected Subgroups)

Leo
Hudetz

Larry
Jent

Mignon
Waterman

Bill
Yellowtail

Undecided

W on’t
Vote*1

4%

8%

12%

23%

51%

1%

(n=142)

4%

7%

11%

22%

53%

2%

Democrat15 (n=H8)
Independent15 (n=60)

3%
3%

9%
3%

13%
7%

22%
17%

50%
65%

2%
5%

Likely to vote in Democratic
primary in June 1996 (n=i44)
Usually vote Democratic

NOTE:

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aW on’t vote at all or not in this Democratic primary.
bSelf-described.

For further information:

3/20/96

Susan Selig Wallwork
Director o f Survey Research
BBER/The University o f Montana

(406) 243-5113

MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana
59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide

Interview dates:
Topic:

March 14-18, 1996; September 21-26, 1995

Election Outlook 1996 -- Republican Primary for U.S. House of
Representatives (Results for Selected Subgroups)
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NOTE:

(n = l5 l)

1%

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aW on’t vote .at all or not in this Republican primary.
bSelf-described.

For further information:

3/20/96

Susan Selig Wallwork
Director of Survey Research
BBER/The University of Montana

(406) 243-5113

